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the tomb inscription of Rekhmara and the Tell el-
Amarna letters it is evident that he was the first Minis-
ter of state also responsible for dispensing justice,
He was, besides, the superintendent of the collection
of all taxes although he had no control over them.
They were received, treasured and spent on the
pleasure of the king. The Treasurer was thus another
important functionary of state. The Chamberlain
seems to have wielded ample authority and his proxi-
mity to the monarch, who was as much divine as human,
naturally afforded him uncommon power.
The centre and fountain of all authority, however,
was the king himself. He could not be out-ridden
in any way. He was supreme in the internal affairs
of the state (appointing and dismissing at pleasure
all the important officials of his government and admi-
nistering the revenues of the state as he thought best)
as also in foreign relations for he ordered his forces
forth into the field and, as their supreme commander,
led them against the enemy. Being a priest to the
gods, he added a divine character to his temporal
power. Slowly, however, there arose a formidable
rank of powerful priests who were helped to assume
their station of vantage in ecclesiastical affairs as in
politics by Thothmes III. Amen was the supreme
god and his priest the supreme officer.
Successors of Thothmes
Thothmes was succeeded about 1447 B.C. by
Amenhetep 11^ his son, an incomparable soldier and
a man of majestic built. His stern portliness bore
the strength of a bull but he never over-reached the
bounds of stately wisdom. He disdained cruelty as
he abhorred rebellion. He would not go to war for
mere conquest but likewise wpuld not unsheathe his.
sword until he had brought the rebels to their knees
and made them lick the dust if they had the daring